
Hendershot, Opal F. 2012 

  

(March 22, 1929 - May 3, 2012) 

Opal Faye Melson Hendershot, 83, Homemaker, Intercessor, Crochet Artist and Mother to many, went 

home to be with the Lord on the morning of May 3, 2012 at her home in Sunnyside. She was preceded in 

death by her parents, Jewel & Alphonso Evans, her siblings, Olen Evans, Patsy Baylor, Billy Evans, Jesse 

Evans, her first husband, Odell Melson, her second husband, George "Bert" Hendershot, and her 

daughter, Deborah Stone. She is survived by three sons -- Denny Melson (Jackie), David Melson and 

Doug Melson -- and two daughters -- Diana Krack Miller (David) and Della Capener (Regner), her sister-

in-law, Anita Evans -- along with 24 grandchildren, 42 great-grandchildren, and 12 great-great-

grandchildren, and a multitude of cousins, nieces and nephews, all of whom already miss her greatly. 

Born in Granite, Oklahoma on March 22, 1929, she married Odell Melson on March 5, 1946 in Vernon, 

Texas. After Odell was discharged from the U.S. Navy they moved to Washington state in 1949 and lived 

in Crewport, then in Granger, Outlook, and eventually settling in the home on 7th Street in Sunnyside in 

1962.On November 11, 1973, Odell passed away; and on August 22, 1975, Opal married George "Bert" 

Hendershot. He passed away on October 13, 2001.For many years, Opal has been part of a continuous 

prayer chain, praying and interceding over her natural and spiritual families, and every person whose 

name was given to her. There are many men and women in ministry today including her pastors, Bob & 

Connie Widmann, who credit her prayers and intercession as being a significant part of their lives. She 

was a gifted artist in crochet, needlework, knitting and macramé. During the years that her children 

were at home and growing up, she made many of their clothes and was known to her dying day by her 

children, grandchildren and great-grandchildren as the family seamstress. Smith Funeral Home is 

handling the funeral arrangements. Her funeral is scheduled for Friday, May 11, 2012 at Cornerstone 

Assembly of God in Sunnyside at 10:00 AM. Viewing is scheduled at Smith Funeral Home on Thursday 

between 4:00 - 8:00 PM. In lieu of flowers, the family suggests contributions to Cornerstone Assembly of 

God.  

Opel F. Hendershot 

SUNNYSIDE -- Opel F. Hendershot, 83, of Sunnyside, died May 3 in Sunnyside. 

She was born in Granite, Okla., and was a longtime Valley resident. She was a retired housewife. 

Smith Funeral Home, Sunnyside, is in charge of arrangements. 
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